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Plane Crash Emergency Drills Pay Off in Dallas 


Friday, August 2nd, was a hot muggy day 
in Dallas... one of many. A small, but powerful, 


“thunderstorm 


had moved in to the northern 


part of mammoth DF/W airport. Weather con- 


ditions were not good. 


One Delta 727 jet had 


already made a decision to divert to Oklahoma 


City. 


Delta 191, a widebody L-1011 carrying 


162, attempted the landing at 6:05 p.m. It did- 


n't make it. 


The Tristar jumbo jet hit short of runway 
17 and bounced over Highway 114 that I had 


travelled over just an hour earlier. 
instantly decapitating an unsuspecting 


gear 


Its landing 


driver. The plane burst into fire after slamming 


| into two water tanks. 


All those sitting in the 


forward section were killed. The twenty some 
odd survivors were in the tail section. The 


next few hours were absolutely chaotic... and- 


tragic. Charred bodies and gore were every- 


where. 


Delta 191 was the first major crash at 
the Dallas/Ft. Worth International airport and 
the worst in Texas history. No one is yet sure 


of the cause. 


Vertical "wind shear" turbulence 


or a lightning strike is mentioned. 


Dallas RACES, the Radio Amateur Civil 


Emergency Service, a part 


of the Amateur 


Radio Service that provides radio communica- 
tions for civil defense purposes, had partici- 


edness drills. 


(T)\ | pated in annually rehearsed emergency prepar-: 


The scenario that had been prac- 
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ticed was that there would be a lot of sur- 
vivors... a lot of injured. It wasn't to be. 


The role of amateur radio in the D/FW 
emergency plan is to provide backup communi- 
cations from the crash site to area hospitals, 
blood banks, Department of Public Safety 
(state police) and various Civil Defense offices 
in the Dallas County area, including the E-OG, 
the Emergency Operating Center for the city 
of Dallas during a disaster. RACES also pro- 
vides a qualified radio operator at each hos- 
pital for assistance with the main "DalNet" 
hospital radio circuit which is operational on 
other than ham spectrum. 


RACES', Johnny Davis, K5JD, sounded 
the alert tone within five minutes of the crash 
which notifies RACES members on specially 
equipped receivers of an emergency. The 
RACES group was activated by John Pickett of 
the Dallas Office of Emergency Preparedness. 
The net went operational on the W5FC 146.28- 
/.88 repeater with Davis... and later on, Phil 
Clements, K5PC... as net control stations. 


The Dallas Amateur Radio Club's com- 
munications loaded emergency van was. dis- 
patched immediately to the crash site and was 
among the first at the scene. At least 50 diff- 
erent emergency agencies responded to the dis- 
aster. D/FW has a very elaborate emergency 
plan. All neighboring cities are immediately 
notified at once via intercity radio. Dozens of 
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ambulances showed up from everywhere. 


Jim Haynie, WB5JVP, Charlie Miller, 
WDS5EEH, and Hank Levine, K5VXM, were at 
the scene. Hank's wife is a Delta stewardess. 
The RACES net, on the air from thirty minutes 
after the crash, didn't cease operation until 
after midnight. They were right in the middle 
of things. It was not a pretty sight. Haynie 
said he was "dumbfounded... dumbstruck" and 
that it was difficult for him to describe. 
Haynie who had walked through the wreckage 
said he was still having a problem dealing with 
ike 


Amateurs were immediately dispatched to 
ten metroplex hospitals. Within an hour after 
the net was opened, eight hospitals had RACES 
operators present. All ten hospitals, as well as 
the other locations, were manned within an 
hour and a half. 


There was quite a bit of activity for 
about three hours. Unfortunately the communi- 
cations level between the site and the hospit- 
als was relatively low compared to what it 
would have been had there been more surviv- 
ors. About a dozen survivors were pulled by 
|irescue workers from the flaming wreckage. 


After the hospitals were notified that 
the ambulances were on their way, communica- 
tions consisted mainly of notifying the EOC of 
the number of those injured and victims sent to 
the various hospitals. Traffic was also handled 
with the blood banks which needed supplies. 


A "broadcast" call was sent out for "O- 
negative" blood needed by the blood bank on 
146.28/.88. It was amazing how many people 
had receivers on .88! The pin-pointing of 14 
pints of "O-negative" blood at a local hospital 
was handled via ham radio. It was impossible 
for the hospital to get through to the blood 
bank on the telephone. Again, amateur radio 
answered the challenge. 


Refrigerated trucks arrived and a tem- 
porary morgue was set up at the air freight 
terminal a short distance away. Trips between 
the morgue and the scene were coordinated on 
amateur radio. 


One report had it that the Dallas Ama- 


teur Radio Club van was treated pretty much 
as a command post. A number of officials came 
over and used the radio. One government call 
was to Washington, D.C. A federal agent had 
flashed a badge and said he had to make a 
phone call. It was handled via amateur radio 


phone patch after the long distance capability. 


was enabled. 


There was also some (questionably legal) 
deadline newspaper media reporting passed on 
the ham radio circuit to get the word out to 
the public. After a couple of hours, cellular 
phones were brought to the site and were used. 
Radio proved to be superior to the telephone 
in many instances since the phone lines quickly 
got jammed with hundreds of calls. 


The main use of amateur radio during the 
disaster was to collect information about sur- 
vivors (how many they were... and where they 
were going) and to provide liason between Dal- 
las and Tarrant County. D/FW Airport is loca- 
ted between the two. Several key rescue offic- 
ials were assigned amateur operators (with 
handi-talkies) to increase their communications 
effectiveness. They worked into the van on 
simplex channels. 


Jim Badgett, the Dallas County Civil 
Defense Director, said via phone patch on the 
RACES training network held the Sunday after. 
the crash that the work that the amateurs did 
during the disaster was very, very valuable. 
The state police said they derived a great deal 
of desperately needed information by monitor- 
ing the .28/.88 machine. August 2nd was a long 
night for amateur radio in Dallas but it proved 
its worth when the chips are down. One airport 
official was heard to say, "I guess our drills 
paid off." te ele 


INTERVIEW WITH TONY ENGLAND, WGORE 


The shuttle Challenger roared _ into 
space July 29th carrying amateur radio after 
a two week delay. It had originally been 
scheduled for a July 12th liftoff but on board 
computers terminated the countdown just sec- 
onds before launch when an engine valve 
problem was automatically detected. The July 
29th launch was also not without its problems. 
One of the main engines shut down some 
three minutes early and Challenger was 
inserted into an orbit about 50 miles shy of 


"I am a currently licensed Extra-Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 


I have never had my station or 
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its goal’ of 240 miles above the earth. 
Strangely neither problem actually existed. 
Faulty sensors caused both shut downs 
according to space agency officials. 


Challenger, which became an orbiting 
astronomical observatory, returned to earth 
on Tuesday afternoon, August 6th, after a suc- 
cessful mission. The landing was at Edwards 
Air Force Base, California. 


I spoke to Tony England, W@ORE, this 
past weekend to learn more about his ham 
radio experiences in the shuttle. 


"I put the ham gear together on the end 
of flight day two," Tony told me, "I didn't: 
transmit until the end flight day 
because the antenna wasn't up in the window. 
The first we transmitted was a scene (slow 
scan TV) from the cockpit." 


"The first two way radio contact that I 
had was with the Wales Amateur Radio Club, 
GW6GW. It was a prearranged schedule, but 
because of the changes in the flight plan, 
none of the schedules were on time. The club 
at JSC set up a new list of possible times... 
most of them I couldn't confirm because I 
couldn't be sure I would be free." 


"There were nearly a hundred two way 
contacts that I made. The schedule with JSC 
was the first time that we had an uplink 


‘image. The first picture that went up was one 


of my wife. It was received excellent... noise. 
free. It was great! It was on a later pass that 
they sent pictures of all five wives up. I 
turned that one around and sent it back down 
just to prove that we had it on board." 


"We talked to what was supposed to be 
the Japan Amateur Radio League, but the call 
I was given to use was not the call of the 
fellow I talked to. The most exciting contacts 
were the ones with the clubs... That is what I 
was after." 


"On flight day five I was discouraging 
images, I just wanted to talk to folks. I was 
looking primarily for clubs and used frequen- 
cies that were given to the clubs. I found 
that about a third of the contacts I made 
were indeed with youth clubs. There were 


three — 


several boy scout groups... The kids would get 
on and ask questions about space. It was a lot 
of fun to answer those questions!" 


"] talked to a foreign amateur in a 
kabutz (a commune that young people live in 
to develop a farm area) in Israel. That was a 
schedule that had been set up earlier but had 
gone by because of the flight plan change. It 
was reset again. I had heard that Roy Neal 
(K6DUE) was going to be at the site to film 
the contact. It was a good contact." 


Tony also QSO'ed with the Radio Soci- 
ety of Great Britain. "It was a schedule made 
when I had visited them on a trip to England 
some time earlier. I talked to some Austral- 
ians and I had some European contacts." 


There was no problem making two way 
ham contacts when over land. "The problem 
was with competition," Tony said. "I tried the 
format that Owen (Garriott W5LFL) has used 
on STS-9 of listening for 30 seconds and then 
listing the calls, but found that didn't work 
because other folks on the ground didn't hear 
those calls and kept transmitting. I couldn't 
get them to stop even though I had already 
acknowledged them." 


"There was a lot of misunderstanding 
about when I would be taking (ATV) images on 
board. A lot of folks would turn on and trans- 
mit a lot of warbling. I tried to discourage 
that mode. I recorded a lot of the warble, but 
it didn't come across as an image because no 
one could hold the frequency long enough to 
get a complete image up. We may be able to 
resurrect that with the tapes. I never saw a 
clear image from a random station." 


The other ham on board, John-David 
Bartoe did very little operating, but "Gordie 
Fullerton (shuttle commander) did quite a bit. 
He operated two way and the ATV using my 
call sign." 


A complete family in Wisconsin worked 
Challenger one right after the other... Tom 
Young, KD9FC (son), Robert Young N9EGE 
(father) and Marlene Young, N9ETE (mother). 
We also understand that WA9BZW, Alfred 


Hovey, even worked the shuttle mobile with a 
I asked 


low power handi-talkie from his car. 
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ambulances showed up from everywhere. 


Jim Haynie, WB5JVP, Charlie Miller, 
WD5EEH, and Hank Levine, K5VXM, were at 
the scene. Hank's wife is a Delta stewardess. 
The RACES net, on the air from thirty minutes 
after the crash, didn't cease operation until 
after midnight. They were right in the middle 
of things. It was not a pretty sight. Haynie 
said he was "dumbfounded... dumbstruck" and 
that it was difficult for him to describe. 
Haynie who had walked through the wreckage 
said he was still having a problem dealing with 
ie 


Amateurs were immediately dispatched to 
ten metroplex hospitals. Within an hour after 
the net was opened, eight hospitals had RACES 
operators present. All ten hospitals, as well as 
the other locations, were manned within an 
hour and a half. 


There was quite a bit of activity for 
about three hours. Unfortunately the communi- 
cations level between the site and the hospit- 
als was relatively low compared to what it 
would have been had there been more surviv- 
ors. About a dozen survivors were pulled by 
rescue workers from the flaming wreckage. 


After the hospitals were notified that 
the ambulances were on their way, communica- 
tions consisted mainly of notifying the EOC of 
the number of those injured and victims sent to 
the various hospitals. Traffic was also handled 
with the blood banks which needed supplies. 


A "broadcast" call was sent out for "O- 
negative" blood needed by the blood bank on 
146.28/.88. It was amazing how many people 
had receivers on .88! The pin-pointing of 14 
pints of "O-negative" blood at a local hospital 
was handled via ham radio. It was impossible 
for the hospital to get through to the blood 
bank on the telephone. Again, amateur radio 
answered the challenge. 


Refrigerated trucks arrived and a tem- 
porary morgue was set up at the air freight 
terminal a short distance away. Trips between 
the morgue and the scene were coordinated on 
amateur radio. 


One report had it that the Dallas Ama- 


teur Radio Club van was treated pretty much 
as a command post. A number of officials came 
over and used the radio. One government call 
was to Washington, D.C. A federal agent had 
flashed a badge and said he had to make a 
phone call. It was handled via amateur radio 


phone patch after the long distance capability. 


was enabled. 


There was also some (questionably legal) 
deadline newspaper media reporting passed on 
the ham radio circuit to get the word out to 
the public. After a couple of hours, cellular 
phones were brought to the site and were used. 
Radio proved to be superior to the telephone 
in many instances since the phone lines quickly 
got jammed with hundreds of calls. 


The main use of amateur radio during the 
disaster was to collect information about sur- 
vivors (how many they were... and where they 
were going) and to provide liason between Dal- 
las and Tarrant County. D/FW Airport is loca- 
ted between the two. Several key rescue offic- 
ials were assigned amateur operators (with 
handi-talkies) to increase their communications 
effectiveness. They worked into the van on 
simplex channels. 


Jim Badgett, the Dallas County Civil 
Defense Director, said via phone patch on the 


RACES training network held the Sunday after. 


the crash that the work that the amateurs did 
during the disaster was very, very valuable. 
The state police said they derived a great deal 
of desperately needed information by monitor- 
ing the .28/.88 machine. August 2nd was a long 
night for amateur radio in Dallas but it proved 
its worth when the chips are down. One airport 
official was heard to say, "I guess our drills 
paid off." cave: 


INTERVIEW WITH TONY ENGLAND, WORE 


The shuttle Challenger roared _ into 
space July 29th carrying amateur radio after 
a two week delay. It had originally been 
scheduled for a July 12th liftoff but on board 
computers terminated the countdown just sec- 
onds before launch when an engine valve 
problem was automatically detected. The July 
29th launch was also not without its problems. 
One of the main engines shut down some 
three minutes early and Challenger was 
inserted into an orbit about 50 miles shy of 


I do not own a significant 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


license preparation materials. 


I have never had my station or 


"I am a currently licensed Extra-Class amateur radio operator and 
My age is at least 18 years old. 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 
operator license revoked or suspended. 


1.00. Details and accredi- 


of your Extra Class license, this signed statement. and a SASE 
tation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


to: W5YI-VEC; PO Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certifi- 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 
under "The W5YI Report" program? If so, please send a copy 


cate (optional) is also available for 


W5YI REPORT..... 


checks and balances all along the way. Ama- 
teur licenses are output when the tape comes 
back. We saw the computer generating hun- 
dreds of ham tickets (about one a second) 
while we were there. 


It was a very interesting experience and 
gave us background which will be very useful 
later. I was particularly impressed with the 
very professional (and very helpful) Gettys- 
burg personnel. 


In his closing remarks, Ray Kowalski, 
questioned whether —those -VEC's not in 
attendance should maintain their status. Each 
VEC had to pay his own costs out of the 
license fees collected. With few tests coordi- 
nated and long distances, some VECs probably 
couldn't afford it. 


We were also told that a moratorium 
was in effect - at least temporarily - on 
appointing new VEC's. The Commission appar- 
ently wants to develop those that it already 
has... particularly since there doesn't appear 
to be a shortage of amateur test oppotunities. 
Existing VECs are already administering 50% 
more examinations than the FCC did when 
they had the program. 


Ray asked about a meeting next year. 
When the VECs were in favor of it, he enter- 
tained suggestions for a location. Many were 
offered, but it was collectively decided that 
we would meet next August at the FCC's 
downtown Washington, D.C. headquarters 
when the Commissioners were on summer 
recess. ee 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL _SIGNS.... 


issued as of the first of August 1985. 


Radio Group wat mB" wen mp" 


District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 


NN@B KD@ZI NOGKW KAGVEW 
NB1B KB1UD NIDQZ KAINHL 
NM2B KD20G N2FTA KA2YZJ 
KW3Y KC3SZ N3EMY KA30JP 
AA4LT KJ4HC N&MME KB4PFL 


WK6C KG6VV N6MKF KB6JPY 
NQ7F KEZ7IN N7HKX KA7VXR 


1 
Z 
> 
4 
ca 
6 
7 
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Radio Group Wan nA Won LB hu 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 

8 NN80O KE8AF N8GUE KA8YAE 

9 NFO9W KD9QT NIFHZ KAYITZF 
N.Mariana L AH@E AHZAC KHGAI WHGAAG 
Guam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGH 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is, AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii ** AH6GG NH6EI WH6BFC 
Kure Island KH7AA 


Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9IAC KHIAB WHIAAE 
Alaska baad AL7HC NL7GO WL7BHU 
Virgin Is, KP2N KP2AU NP2BK WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IT NP4PA WP4EJN 
(Note: All Group "A" call signs have 
been issued for Hawaii and Alaska. Requests 
for Group "A" call signs are now assigned a 
Group "B" 2-by-2 format amateur call sign.) 


oD OAde 


LIFETIME GENERAL RADIOTELEPHONE 
OPERATOR LICENSES AVAILABLE.... 


Do you hold a First Class, Second Class 
or General Radiotelephone (Commercial) Ope- 
rator license that was issued or renewed be- 
tween January 1, 1979, and June 14, 1984? If 


you do, you need to take action! 


The FCC is issuing a special lifetime 
commercial General Radiotelephone Operator 
license certificates during 1985. The diploma- 
type certificate will be discontinued Decem- 
ber 31, 1985. These free licenses are avail- 
able upon request. You need not wait until 
license expiration to apply. Those who do not 
renew their licenses after this program ex- 
pires will receive a card-form renewal instead 
of the attractive computer printed, diploma- 
size lifetime license document. 


Unlike the lifetime certificate, these 
wallet-size cards will bear a restrictive en- 
dorsement. That restrictive endorsement will 


prohibit the card form renewal licenses from 
being used for broadcast purposes. Lifetime 


licenses, however, may be used for broadcast- 
ing. 


To receive your lifetime license certifi- 
cate, you must send your request to the same 
FCC field office that issued your last license. 
Include your full name as it appears on your 
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hands on workshop. The system is not working 
badly, but we need to improve it." 


Kowalski passed out some _ statistical 
sheets on the VEC program. One of the which 
is being reproduced here for your information. 


in April. 
are once again on the rise. 


Basically this report shows that the 
amateur operator volunteer test pass rate has 


AMATEUR RADIO ICE VOLUNTEER EXAMINING PROGRAM STATISTICS 


seen ee eee eens 
The workshop was devided into four | beards.) 

sections. Tom Ingram, K40OV, of the Central 
Alabama VEC handled the discussion on what 
we could do to decrease defective FCC Form 
610 applications. Jim Georgias, W9JUG led 
the section on increasing timely filed applica- 
tions with the League's Curt Holsopple, 
K9ICH, wrapping it up with his presentation on 
"Improving the Integrity of the VEC System." 
Action items followed each topic. 


could see the actual 
the office. 


There is more to it than I 


The discussion leaders did an excellent 
job and each tried to involve everyone in the 
roundtables that followed their presentation. 
They probably were selected due to each hav- 
ing teaching backgrounds (although Ray 
Kowalski said it was because they all had full 


After an amateur application is checked 
and "keystroked" (entered into the computer) 
the magnetic tape data is sent (100 miles) 
down the road via courier to Washington, D.C. 
to be verified and validated against the Com- 
mission's computer data base. There are 


iemsmmimesnr gR  e C Ti  6 eT 


averaged out at between 50 and 60%, that the 
number of persons per examination session 
continues to decrease and that examination 
sessions and persons examined peak in the 
late Spring. The FCC started keeping records 
on problem test packet submissions by VECs 
The defects decreased in June, but 


‘DO YOU EXCERPT OR QUOTE FROM _"THE W5YI REPORT?" 


% % No. No. No. 

No No No. of No. % Form % Defec- Persons El's Sessions 
Month/_ of of Elements of Pass 610's Late tive per per per 
Year VECs Sessions Admin. Persons Rate Defective Filings Report Session Person VEC 
Dec 83 O 0 0 0 - - - - - - - 
Jan 84 OQ 0 0 0 - - - - - - - 
Feb 84 4 0 0 0 - - - - - - - 
Mar 84 5 0 0 0 - - - - - - - 
Apr 84 6 l 33 22 57.58% - - - 27.00 ee toe st) 7 
May 84 10 ia 774 574 43.54% - - - BZ.U0 eet Dla Us 7 O 
Jun 84 26 16 858 677 44.29% - - : G2eo retrieve 1. "OG 2 
Jul 84 44 Pr 567 592 44.62% - - - 55264. Lebo Oe 2 5 
Aug 84 47 32 NOSS ee GOL 49.57% - - - 21090 he oO 0268 
Sep 84 49 52 1920 1280 47.60% - - - 24.625" 3250" 1.06 
Oct 84 50 75 2465 1643 46.69% - - - 7A AS dice piel Vim Lan Peas} @) 
Nov 84 50 89 2240 1493 47.86% - - - 16ST s pele 8 
Dec 84 51 130 2141 1827 49.73% - - - LAOS 1 S0F 2-55 
Janes. 52 219 5290 3664 51.30% - - - T6si52 1. Ga 4524 
Feb 85 53 168 SA2G- 2095 54.64% - - - L222 leo eee salay 
Mar 85 64 252 MLAs) — Aha 56.30% - - - TGs5Gn GG ee. o A 
Apr 85 64 261 6202 3620 59.32% 3.48% Zio Dt Me LOOU%e 15.07) Glatley 408 
May 85 64 328 7436 4925 57.88% 3.78% 2 LDDs Gib at Fe 2 ke Lee ek 
Jun 85 64 322 62267 Ls 58.16% 0.85% 0524 % 4. 59%> 15.10 | 1.4085 5-05 
Jul 85:2 62 2719 AYSSIC) SHE 57.88% 3.78% Lol See Oe LO ee LIST 1.46 4.50 
TOTAL 2242 52027 34428 


The workshop included a two hour tour 
of the FCC's licensing facility so that we 
paperwork flow within 
Darlene Reeder explained (via a 


very detailed projected flow chart) exactly 
what happened to a 610 and then we watched 
it actually happen. 
realized. 
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The W5YI Report appears on 


This is, of course, allowed without limitation. 
many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 
come from this and would appreciate it if you would 


Would you do us a favor? « 


We do not get any in- 
publish our small classified 


( 


see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 
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Faulty sensors 
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Strangely neither problem actually existed. 
caused both 
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the 


shut 


according to space agency officials. 


Challenger, which became an orbiting 


astronomical 


cessful mission. 
Air Force Base, California. 


I spoke to Tony England, WGORE, this 
past weekend to learn more about his ham 
radio experiences in the shuttle. 


"I put the ham gear together on the end 
of flight day two," Tony told me, "I didn't 


transmit until the 


scan TV) from the cockpit." 


"The first two way radio contact that I 
had was with the Wales Amateur Radio Club, 
It was a prearranged schedule, but 
because of the changes in the flight plan, 
none of the schedules were on time. 
at JSC set up a new list of possible times... 
most of them I couldn't confirm because | 
couldn't be sure I would be free." 


GW6GW. 


"There were nearly a hundred two way 


contacts that I made. 


of my wife. 


end flight 
because the antenna wasn't up in the window. 
The first we transmitted was a scene (slow 


observatory, returned to earth 
on Tuesday afternoon, August 6th, after a suc- 
The landing was at Edwards 


day 


The schedule with JSC 
was the first time that we had an_ uplink 
‘image. The first picture that went up was one 
It was received excellent... 
free. It was great! It was on a later pass that 
they sent pictures of all five wives up. 
turned that one around and sent it back down 


just to prove that we had it on board." 


"We talked to what was supposed to be 


the Japan Amateur Radio League, but the call 


I was given to use was not the call of the 
fellow I talked to. The most exciting contacts 
were the ones with the clubs... That is what I 


was after." 


"On flight day five I was discouraging 


images, I just wanted to talk to folks. 


I was 


looking primarily for clubs and used frequen- 


cies that were given to the clubs. 


I found 


that about a third of the contacts I made 


were indeed with youth clubs. 


There were 


earth. 


downs 


three 


The club 


noise. 
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several boy scout groups... The kids would get 
on and ask questions about space. It was a lot 
of fun to answer those questions!" 


"I talked to a foreign amateur in a 
kabutz (a commune that young people live in 
to develop a farm area) in Israel. That was a 
schedule that had been set up earlier but had 
gone by because of the flight plan change. It 
was reset again. I had heard that Roy Neal 
(K6DUE) was going to be at the site to film 
the contact. It was a good contact." 


Tony also QSO'ed with the Radio Soci- 
ety of Great Britain. "It was a schedule made 
when I had visited them on a trip to England 
some time earlier. I talked to some Austral- 
ians and I had some European contacts." 


There was no problem making two way 
ham contacts when over land. "The problem 
was with competition," Tony said. "I tried the 
format that Owen (Garriott W5LFL) has used 
on STS-9 of listening for 30 seconds and then 
listing the calls, but found that didn't work 
because other folks on the ground didn't hear 
those calls and kept transmitting. I couldn't 
get them to stop even though I had already 
acknowledged them." 


"There was a lot of misunderstanding 
about when I would be taking (ATV) images on 
board. A lot of folks would turn on and trans- 
mit a lot of warbling. I tried to discourage 
that mode. I recorded a lot of the warble, but 
it didn't come across as an image because no 
one could hold the frequency long enough to 
get a complete image up. We may be able to 
resurrect that with the tapes. I never saw a 
clear image from a random station." 


The other ham on board, John-David 
Bartoe did very little operating, but "Gordie 
Fullerton (shuttle commander) did quite a bit. 
He operated two way and the ATV using my 
call sign." 


A complete family in Wisconsin worked 
Challenger one right after the other... Tom 
Young, KD9FC (son), Robert Young N9EGE 
(father) and Marlene Young, N9ETE (mother). 
We also understand that WA9BZW, Alfred 
Hovey, even worked the shuttle mobile with a 
low power handi-talkie from his car. I asked 


Tony about that and he said he remembered 
the contact. "I went out of my way to 
acknowledge low power transmissions." 


"Il consider the mission a success... it 
started a little shaky. The amateur radio por- 
tion went as planned. Al! of the gear worked 
very well. It was on and constantly transmit- 
ting for maybe two or three hours at a time. 
Everything worked as designed. I am just im- 
pressed by all of it! 


cap oape 


U.S./JAPAN AMATEUR RECIPROCAL STATUS 


Diplomatic notes were exchanged August 
8th between the Japanese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and the American embassy in Tokyo 
providing for Amateur reciprocal licensing be- 
tween the United States and Japan. The ama- 
teurs of the United States are the first to be 
allowed reciprocal status in Japan. 


The negotiations have been going on for 
some five years. They were initiated by Dexter 
Anderson, W4KM, prior to his retirement from 
the U.S. State Department. The subject of Jap- 
anese reciprosity was first brought up over ten 
years ago, however, by Armin _H. Meyer, 
W3ACE, then U.S. Ambassador to Japan. It was 
he that first suggested an "operating permit" 
procedure to the Japanese government by 
which Americans could operate at Japanese 
ham club stations. Until now, Americans have 
not been allowed their own ham_ station 
licenses. 


This news is totally "unofficial" at this 
point since it is yet to be announced by the 
U.S. State Department or the FCC. It was re- 
ported, however, in the August 9th "Japan 
Times", a Japanese newspaper printed in Eng- 
lish. Our source, Joe Speroni, AH@A, an Ameri- 
can Extra Class amateur working in Japan, 
reported the event to us (via long distance tel- 


after the diplomatic notes were exchanged. 


The agreement to honor reciprocity will 
allow amateurs (within 30 days of the signature 
- September 7th) to operate in the others 
country without further amateur testing. Spe- 
cial Japanese prefixes will be issued... BNIAAA 
through 8N1X ZZ... to foreign amateurs operat- 
ing under the reciprocal arrangement. 
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On the U.S. side, the standard FCC Form 
610-A form will be used by the Japanese ama- 
teur coming into the United States. Americans 
going to Japan will be required to apply for 
reciprocity through the JARL - the Japan 
Amateur Radio League - in Tokyo. Administra- 
tive procedures and details have not yet been 
worked out. The Japanese have never handled 
foreign amateurs before except to issue them 
permits. It will also be interesting to see how 
our own FCC handles the 30 MHz and up code- 
less licensing in this country. 
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Ninety-two percent of Japan's over one 
million amateurs hold only the 10-watt domes- 
tic phone license that allows voice privileges 
on the HF ham bands. Seemingly in violation of 
the ITU law which requires (unspecified) code 
proficiency when operating below 30-MHz, 
there is no Morse code requirement for the 
10-watters. 


@F CC-Novice Study Guide 
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Japan has taken the position that this 
‘power level will not cause international inter- 
ference, therefore they are not bound by Inter- 
national Radio Regulation Article 32 §3(.) 
Strangely, no country has ever challenged or 
complained about the Japanese HF codefree 
amateurs. It is extremely easy for the Japanese 
to obtain the 10-watt codefree license. You 
simply answer twenty questions... the answers 
being pretty much known (and published.) 


The agreement provides for Japan's 
codeless amateurs to be limited to U.S. opera- 
tion above 30 MHz. Therefore, codefree ham 
operation comes to the U.S. amateur airwaves 
in a very unusual manner. Ray Kowalski had 
told me that I would not see codefree amateur 
operation on the American ham bands "in my 
lifetime." If all of this is true (and I have a 
good source) then he didn't think of all of the 
angles. 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 


The "Japan Times" also reported that 


reciprocal amateur operations are ongoing be- |== 
tween Japan and four other countries - West =e 
Germany, Australia, New Zealand and Britain. 7) 
Joe Speroni reported to me that 2-meters is [LJ 


virtually unusable in Japan, "Far too many 
amateurs for the spectrum available... particu- 
larly in the Tokyo area." Almost all VHF and 
up communications is in Japanese, while HF 
voice operation is primarily in English. 


' Dallas. 


INCENTIVE LICENSING, A LITTLE HISTORY! 


It appears that Novices will be obtain- 
ing voice privileges sometime in the near 
future. The FCC told me this past week that 
that they are indeed working on rule making 
looking toward that end... "although it is too 
soon to tell just what form Novice class en- 
hancement will take..." 


The League, of course, has already filed 
a petition supporting ten meter, and 220 and 
1246 MHz Novice voice bands. It joins other 
petitions seeking to enhance the Novice 
Class. 


"The comments are still jelling on this 
matter," the FCC said. "We will be putting 
something out on this around the end of the 
calendar year depending on how long it takes 
us to determine just what the consensus seems 
to be." 


The ARRL's position is important to the 
FCC since the Commission considers it to also 
represent the position of the amateur com- 
munity. The thinking behind enhanced Novice 
privileges is multi-purpose. 


(1.) - Telephony privileges will make the entry 
level more attractive for newcomers... (Begin- 
ners, particularly those coming from the Citi- 
zens Band, are less than excited about being 
restricted to Morse Code only.) 

(2.) - ...will add new growth to the amateur 
radio service. (Competing services think ama- 
ae have more spectrum than they need or 
use. 

(3.) - and will help protect frequencies (such 
as the 220-MHz band) from spectrum raids by 
other services... (particularly the Land Mobile 
Service.) 


Not many amateurs are aware that Nov- 
ices once had voice privileges. Ironically, the 
decision to abolish Novice voice spectrum was 
part of an overall effort to "remodel and re- 
vitalize the Amateur Radio Service without 
changing its basic character and spirit and 
without depriving any amateur licensee of the 
major portion of his present operating privi- 
leges." 


That controversial line is a quote from 
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the rule making (Docket 67-978) enacted by 
the FCC in the 1967 Incentive Licensing Pro- 
gram. Many amateurs to this day have not 
forgiven the FCC for enacting this one... and 
the ARRL for supporting it. (Actually over 
half of the 1700 formal comments were filed 
in favor of Incentive Licensing!) 


Its been twenty years: since the FCC 
started on their amateur radio service re- 
structuring. (See Federal Register - April 7, 
1965.) While many of you have heard about 
"Incentive Licensing" (and the old timers gripe 
about it) most of you weren't amateurs back 
then. We thought we would go into a little 
interesting amateur. regulatory history for 
you. 


JUST WHAT DID INCENTIVE LICENSING DO? 


The goal of "Incentive Licensing" was 
just that... to provide motivation and "general 
upgrading"... a Freudian slip from the rules 
since it was aimed particularly at -over 
100,000 General Class amateurs. 


To accomplish this, the FCC introduced 
"reserved frequencies"... bands that would be 
available only to Advanced and Extra Class 
licensees. The objective was to reward ama- 
teurs for improving their skills. These re- 
served bands were implemented on an install- 
ment ‘plan... Half were made available in 
1968... the balance in 1969. 


_ Incentive licensing was put into effect 
in three phases. On November 22, 1967, Phase 
1 extended Novice Class terms to 2 years 
(without renewal) "to afford an additional 
development period." Novices lost their 2- 
meter "experimental" voice privileges as part 
of Phase 2 on November 22, 1968. Novices 
had been authorized telephony between 145 
and 147 MHz. It wasn't a big deal back then 
since 2-meters had yet to gain widespread 
popularity. Novices still retained (at least for 
a period) CW privileges between 145 and 147 
MHz. 


The biggest impact of Incentive Licen- 
sing was on the General Class amateur. They 
had their frequencies cut and reassigned to 
higher classes. The measure also re-estab- 
lished the Advanced Class license which had 


Tony about that and he said he remembered 
the contact. "I went out of my way to 
acknowledge low power transmissions." 


"I consider the mission a success... it 
started a little shaky. The amateur radio por- 
tion went as planned. All of the gear worked 
very well. It was on and constantly transmit- 
ting for maybe two or three hours at a time. 
Everything worked as designed. I am just im- 
pressed by all of it! 
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U.S./JAPAN AMATEUR RECIPROCAL STATUS 


Diplomatic notes were exchanged August 
8th between the Japanese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and the American embassy in Tokyo 
providing for Amateur reciprocal licensing be- 
tween the United States and Japan. The ama- 
teurs of the United States are the first to be 
allowed reciprocal status in Japan. 


The negotiations have been going on for 
some five years. They were initiated by Dexter 
Anderson, W4KM, prior to his retirement from 
the U.S. State Department. The subject of Jap- 
anese reciprosity was first brought up over ten 
years ago, however, by Armin _H. Meyer, 
W3ACE, then U.S. Ambassador to Japan. It was 
he that first suggested an "operating permit" 
procedure to the Japanese government by 
which Americans could operate at Japanese 
ham club stations. Until now, Americans have 
not been allowed their own ham _ station 
licenses. 


This news is totally "unofficial" at this 
point since it is yet to be announced by the 
U.S. State Department or the FCC. It was re- 
ported, however, in the August 9th "Japan 
Times", a Japanese newspaper printed in Eng- 
lish. Our source, Joe Speroni, AH@A, an Ameri- 
can Extra Class amateur working in Japan, 
reported the event to us (via long distance tel- 


after the diplomatic notes were exchanged. 


The agreement to honor reciprocity will 
allow amateurs (within 30 days of the signature 
- September 7th) to operate in the others 
country without further amateur testing. Spe- 
cial Japanese prefixes will be issued... BNIAAA 
through 8N1X ZZ... to foreign amateurs operat- 
ing under the reciprocal arrangement. 
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On the U.S. side, the standard FCC Form 


610-A form will be used by the Japanese ama- 
teur coming into the United States. Americans 
going to Japan will be required to apply for 
reciprocity through the JARL - the Japan 
Amateur Radio League - in Tokyo. Administra- 
tive procedures and details have not yet been 
worked out. The Japanese have never handled 
foreign amateurs before except to issue them 
permits. It will also be interesting to see how 
our own FCC handles the 30 MHz and up code- 
less licensing in this country. 


Ninety-two percent of Japan's over one 
million amateurs hold only the 10-watt domes- 
tic phone license that allows voice privileges 
on the HF ham bands. Seemingly in violation of 
the ITU law which requires (unspecified) code 
proficiency when operating below 30-MHz, 
there is no Morse code requirement for the 
10-watters. 


Japan has taken the position that this 
‘power level will not cause international inter- 
ference, therefore they are not bound by Inter- 
national Radio Regulation Article 32 §3(1.) 
Strangely, no country has ever challenged or 
complained about the Japanese HF codefree 
amateurs. It is extremely easy for the Japanese 
to obtain the 10-watt codefree license. You 
simply answer twenty questions... the answers 
being pretty much known (and published.) 


The agreement provides for Japan's 
codeless amateurs to be limited to U.S. opera- 
tion above 30 MHz. Therefore, codefree ham 
operation comes to the U.S. amateur airwaves 
in a very unusual manner. Ray Kowalski had 
told me that I would not see codefree amateur 
operation on the American ham bands "in my 
lifetime." If all of this is true (and I have a 
good source) then he didn't think of all of the 
angles. 


The "Japan Times" also reported that 
reciprocal amateur operations are ongoing be- 
tween Japan and four other countries - West 
Germany, Australia, New Zealand and Britain. 
Joe Speroni reported to me that 2-meters is 
virtually unusable in Japan, "Far too many 
amateurs for the spectrum available... particu- 
larly in the Tokyo area." Almost all VHF and 
up communications is in Japanese, while HF 
voice operation is primarily in English. 
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participating in third party traffic (such as on 
a phone patch)... "We should be acting on that 
sometime this fall." 


$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


(4.) On the so-called "30-day" rule that prohib- 
its amateurs from retaking a failed amateur 
radio operator test within a 30 day period... 
"...work by the staff has been finished on that 
item and it will be ruled on by the Commis- 
sioners when they return from their August 
recess." 


(5.) On reducing the size of existing ham 
bands... I asked will we lose part or all of the 
220 MHz or 160-meter band? Kowalski said 
that the 220-MHz issue was being handled by 
the FCC's Office of Science and Technology. 
"There is a lot of interest in that band (by 
other services) but there is no action proposed 
by us on the 220-MHz amateur band at pres- 
ent."" Ray also acknowledged that there was 
pressure to reduce the 160-meter ham band due 
to radiolocation needs and that "... in due 
course, action on that will be released also." 


eFCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
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(6.) Ray mentioned that we might see some 
action on PR Docket 85-23 "...before the end 
of August." This deals with availability of the 
new 902-928 MHz amateur band and "a few 
other wrinkles." It is before the Commissioners 
now. 


(7.) Other amateur matters presently under 
consideration by the Commission... (40-meter 
"Caribphone", an automatic control docket, F2 
emission on 10 meters", a petition for reconsid- 
eration concerning rebroadcasting amateur 
communications) were called "fairly routine" by 
Kowalski and "working their way through rule- 
making." 


‘oa > ape 


FCC CONDUCTS VEC WORKSHOP 


has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 
license preparation materials as 4 convenience to 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
applicants and VE's. All manuals contain all ques- 


Twenty-nine representatives of sixteen 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinating groups 
attended the FCC's 1985 Conference of 
VEC's held Friday, August 9th at the Commis- 
sion's licensing facility in Gettysburg, Penn- 
sylvania. Those in attendance represented 
93.7% of all amateur radio test elements ad- 
‘ministered this year. Some VECs came from as 
far away as Alaska. Conspicuously absent was 
a representative from BEARS and the Dallas 
ARC. Each of these VEC groups usually 


SHIPPED FIRST 
CLASS SAME_DAY! 


_ PO Box #10101 
Dallas, TX 75207 
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administer over a hundred test elements a 


month. 


The meeting was conducted by Ray 
Kowalski, Chief of the FCC's Special Service 
Division which oversees the Amateur Radio 
Service. Also assisting was Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, FCC, Personal Radio Branch Chief. 
Opening remarks were given by Private Radio 
Bureau head, Bob F oosaner. 


Foosaner explained that one of the 
goals of the FCC was to encourage private 
industry and the public to take over govern- 
ment functions "because we need to do a bet- 
ter job... and you are doing a better job," he 
said. "We are very pleasantly surprised and 
pleased at the number of exams being given... 
and very encouraged." Gettysburg's Larry 
Weikert and Darlene Reeder (who all VEC's 
work with) were also introduced. 


Kowalski explained that the reason the 
VEC's were there was to further improve the 
system, particularly in the area of decreasing 
errors on FCC Form 610s, increasing the per- 
centage of applications filed on time and im- 
proving the integrity of the VEC system. He 
said we were not there to brainstorm ideas on 
additions or major changes and approaches to 
the VEC program. 


Some in attendance were disappointed 
about not being allowed to suggest improve- 
ments to the system. Some VECs (myself in- 
cluded) came prepared to suggest Form 610 
and VEC program improvements and deliberate 
on proposals affecting the new volunteer pro- 
gram. We were told that this was off limits 
for this meeting. An agenda had been pro- 
vided for the meeting and we were asked to 
stick closely to it. 


"You are here to talk about mechanics- 
.«» handling paper... minimizing mistakes... and 
realizing the ultimate goal which is to have 
people at the FCC facility here open up a 
packet of documents that you all send in and 
have it be exactly right so that they can put 
it into the computer and generate a license or 
upgrade and be done with it. We want to 
eliminate further screening that you are sup- 
posed to be doing. None of us, including the 
FCC, is doing everything 100% right. This is a 


It appears that Novices will be obtain- 
ing voice privileges sometime in the near 
future. The FCC told me this past week that 
that they are indeed working on rule making 
looking toward that end... "although it is too 
soon to tell just what form Novice class en- 
hancement will take..." 


The League, of course, has already filed 
a petition supporting ten meter, and 220 and 
1246 MHz Novice voice bands. It joins other 
petitions seeking to enhance the Novice 
Class. 


"The comments are still jelling on this 
matter," the FCC said. "We will be putting 
something out on this around the end of the 
calendar year depending on how long it takes 
us to determine just what the consensus seems 
to be." 


The ARRL's position is important to the 
FCC since the Commission considers it to also 
represent the position of the amateur com- 
munity. The thinking behind enhanced Novice 
privileges is multi-purpose. 


(1.) - Telephony privileges will make the entry 
‘level more attractive for newcomers... (Begin- 
ners, particularly those coming from the Citi- 
zens Band, are less than excited about being 
restricted to Morse Code only.) 

(2.) - ..will add new growth to the amateur 
radio service. (Competing services think ama- 
teurs have more spectrum than they need or 
use.) 

(3.) - and will help protect frequencies (such 
as the 220-MHz band) from spectrum raids by 
other services... (particularly the Land Mobile 
Service.) 


Not many amateurs are aware that Nov- 
ices once had voice privileges. Ironically, the 
decision to abolish Novice voice spectrum was 
part of an overall effort to "remodel and re- 
vitalize the Amateur Radio Service without 
changing its basic character and spirit and 
without depriving any amateur licensee of the 
major portion of his present operating privi- 
leges." 


That controversial line is a quote from 
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the rule making (Docket 67-978) enacted by 
the FCC in the 1967 Incentive Licensing Pro- 
gram. Many amateurs to this day have not 
forgiven the FCC for enacting this one... and 
the ARRL for supporting it. (Actually over 
half of the 1700 formal comments were filed 
in favor of Incentive Licensing!) 


Its been twenty years since the FCC 
started on their amateur radio service re- 
structuring. (See Federal Register - April 7, 
1965.) While many of you have heard about 
"Incentive Licensing" (and the old timers gripe 
about it) most of you weren't amateurs back 
then. We thought we would go into a little 
interesting amateur. regulatory history for 
you. 


JUST WHAT DID INCENTIVE LICENSING DO? 


The goal of "Incentive Licensing" was 
just that... to provide motivation and "general 
upgrading"... a Freudian slip from the rules 
since it was aimed particularly at -over 
100,000 General Class amateurs. 


To accomplish this, the FCC introduced 
"reserved frequencies"... bands that would be 
available only to Advanced and Extra Class 
licensees. The objective was to reward ama- 
teurs for improving their skills. These re- 
served bands were implemented on an install- 
ment ‘plan... Half were made available in 
1968... the balance in 1969. 


_ Incentive licensing was put into effect 
in three phases. On November 22, 1967, Phase 
1 extended Novice Class terms to 2 years 
(without renewal) "to afford an additional 
development period." Novices lost their 2- 
meter "experimental" voice privileges as part 
of Phase 2 on November 22, 1968. Novices 
had been authorized telephony between 145 
and 147 MHz. It wasn't a big deal back then 
since 2-meters had yet to gain widespread 
popularity. Novices still retained (at least for 
a period) CW privileges between 145 and 147 
MHz. 


The biggest impact of Incentive Licen- 
sing was on the General Class amateur. They 
had their frequencies cut and reassigned to 
higher classes. The measure also re-estab- 
lished the Advanced Class license which had 


not been available since 1951. The Advanced 
Class license was almost named the Amateur 
First Class license by the FCC, but since 
there were still 40,000 Advanced Class ama- 
teurs from the pre-1951 days, the Commission 
decided to retain the name. 


The 25 kHz CW bands available to the 
Extra Class on the lower portion of the HF 
bands was also part of Phase 2. The choicest 
spectrum went to those who upgraded past 
the General Class. There were other features 
of the rule such as... 


...Extra Class applicants were required to 
have two years operating experience at a 
level other than Novice. 


standing could apply for preferential (2 letter) 
calls at a cost of $20. 


...Phase 3 (which began November 22, 1969) 
provided a further expansion of CW and phone 
bands available to the Advanced and Extra 
Class... again at the expense of the General 
Class amateur. They lost another 50 kHz 
(phone) and 25 kHz (CW) on each of the HF 
bands. Did they ever scream! 


Has Incentive Licensing worked? To a 
point, it has. The amateur population has in- 
creased from a twelve year (1962 to 1974) 
stagnation level of 250,000 to over 400,000 
today. But there are those that say CB (and 
the absence of testing fees) has had more to 
do with this increase than Incentive Licen- 
sing. Ham radio didn't expand appreciably 
until seven years after Docket 67-978 was 
adopted and coincided with the CB boom of 
the mid-1970's and a court mandated prohibi- 
tion of all license fees not tied to actual 
agency costs. The FCC responded by discon- 
tinuing all fees. 


°¢ap+ape 


FCC'S RAY KOWALSKI ON RULEMAKING... 


I queried the FCC's Ray Kowalski about 
pending rulemaking affecting the amateur ser- 
vice during a break at the recently concluded 
VEC Conference held in Gettysburg this past 
weekend. His response... 


(1.) On PRB-1 - an FCC Declaration that 
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antennas and their structures fall in the fed- 
eral domain. "PRB-1 has been written by the 
staff and is in the process of being edited. It 
should be before the Commission sometime 
early this fall... probably in September or 
October." 


(2.) Repeater Docket (PR Docket 85-22) where 
the FCC questions whether there should be an 
individual national frequency coordination 
organization or an umbrella organization com- 
prised of local coordination groups. The Com- 
mission also wants information on how best to 
resolve repeaters interfering with one another. 


"We are in the Reply Comment period 
now. The comment date was extended to Aug- 


positions taken... issues raised and whether 
there should or should not be a national coord- 
inator. This rulemaking is deliberately long to 
give commenters time to think it through. 
Quick action on this one would be inappropri- 
ate because these are very delicate issues." 


(2.) In response to the question "Why did the 
FCC recently propose to allow VEC's to select 
the questions in the Amateur examination pool 
rather than the FCC and the VEs to design the 
actual test rather than the VEC?" (PR Docket 
85-196) 


"The basic reason... is that the VEC's 
have a basic obligation to provide us with in- 
put on the various questions that they use dur- 
ing the year and suggest changes. The FCC 
does nothing more than coordinate these 
changes and make the ones that are appropri- 
ate. We do little more than an administerial 
function here. ...there is no regulatory reason 
why the Commission should continue this duty 
when it could be done just as well in the pri- 
vate sector." 


"As far as the duties of the Volunteer 
Examiners changing, that has been on the 
books for some time. The original rulemaking 
provided that volunteer examiners design the 
written examinations starting in 1987. We only 
ask whether it is not appropriate to do it 
sooner." 


(3.) ..F CC proposal to bar amateurs that have 
had their licenses suspended or revoked from 


participating in third party traffic (such as on 
a phone patch)... "We should be acting on that 
sometime this fall." 
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(4.) On the so-called "30-day" rule that prohib- 
its amateurs from retaking a failed amateur 
radio operator test within a 30 day period... 
",,.work by the staff has been finished on that 
item and it will be ruled on by the Commis- 
sioners when they return from their August 
recess." 


(5.) On reducing the size of existing ham 
bands... I asked will we lose part or all of the 
220 MHz or 160-meter band? Kowalski said 
that the 220-MHz issue was being handled by 
the FCC's Office of Science and Technology. 
"There is a lot of interest in that band (by 
other services) but there is no action proposed 
by us on the 220-MHz amateur band at pres- 
ent." Ray also acknowledged that there was 
pressure to reduce the 160-meter ham band due 
to radiolocation needs and that "... in due 
course, action on that will be released also." 
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All manuals contain all ques- 


(6.) Ray mentioned that we might see some 
action on PR Docket 85-23 "...before the end 
of August." This deals with availability of the 
new 902-928 MHz amateur band and "a few 
other wrinkles." It is before the Commissioners 
now. 


——— 


(7.) Other amateur matters presently under 
consideration by the Commission... (40-meter 
"Caribphone", an automatic control docket, F2 
emission on 10 meters", a petition for reconsid- 
eration concerning rebroadcasting amateur 
communications) were called "fairly routine" by 
Kowalski and "working their way through rule- 
making." 
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answers and discussion why answer is right! 


ants and VE's. 


FCC CONDUCTS VEC WORKSHOP 


See 


Twenty-nine representatives of sixteen 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinating groups 
attended the FCC's 1985 Conference of 
VEC's held Friday, August 9th at the Commis- 
sion's licensing facility in Gettysburg, Penn- 
sylvania. Those in attendance represented 
93.7% of all amateur radio test elements ad- 
‘ministered this year. Some VECs came from as 
far away as Alaska. Conspicuously absent was 
a representative from BEARS and the Dallas 
ARC. Each of these VEC groups usually 
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administer over a hundred test elements a 
month. 


The meeting was conducted by Ray 
Kowalski, Chief of the FCC's Special Service 
Division which oversees the Amateur Radio 
Service. Also assisting was Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, FCC, Personal Radio Branch Chief. 
Opening remarks were given by Private Radio 
Bureau head, Bob F oosaner. 


Foosaner explained that one of the 
goals of the FCC was to encourage private 
industry and the public to take over govern- 
ment functions "because we need to do a bet- 
ter job... and you are doing a better job," he 
said. "We are very pleasantly surprised and 
pleased at the number of exams being given... 
and very encouraged." Gettysburg's Larry 
Weikert and Darlene Reeder (who all VEC's 
work with) were also introduced. 


Kowalski explained that the reason the 
VEC's were there was to further improve the 
system, particularly in the area of decreasing 
errors on FCC Form 610s, increasing the per- 
centage of applications filed on time and im- 
proving the integrity of the VEC system. He 
said we were not there to brainstorm ideas on 
additions or major changes and approaches to 
the VEC program. 


Some in attendance were disappointed 
about not being allowed to suggest improve- 
ments to the system. Some VECs (myself in- 
cluded) came prepared to suggest Form 610 
and VEC program improvements and deliberate 
on proposals affecting the new volunteer pro- 
gram. We were told that this was off limits 
for this meeting. An agenda had been pro- 
vided for the meeting and we were asked to 
stick closely to it. 


"You are here to talk about mechanics- 
... handling paper... minimizing mistakes... and 
realizing the ultimate goal which is to have 
people at the FCC facility here open up a 
packet of documents that you all send in and 
have it be exactly right so that they can put 
it into the computer and generate a license or 
upgrade and be done with it. We want to 
eliminate further screening that you are sup- 
posed to be doing. None of us, including the 
FCC, is doing everything 100% right. This is a 


not been available since 1951. The Advanced 
Class license was almost named the Amateur 
First Class license by the FCC, but since 
there were still 40,000 Advanced Class ama- 
teurs from the pre-1951 days, the Commission 
decided to retain the name. 


The 25 kHz CW bands available to the 
Extra Class on the lower portion of the HF 
bands was also part of Phase 2. The choicest 
spectrum went to those who upgraded past 
the General Class. There were other features 
of the rule such as... 


..-Extra Class applicants were required to 
have two years operating experience at a 
level other than Novice. 


standing could apply for preferential (2 letter) 
calls at a cost of $20. 


.-Phase 3 (which began November 22, 1969) 
provided a further expansion of CW and phone 
bands available to the Advanced and Extra 
Class... again at the expense of the General 
| Class amateur. They lost another 50 kHz 
(phone) and 25 kHz (CW) on each of the HF 
bands. Did they ever scream! 


Has Incentive Licensing worked? To a 
point, it has. The amateur population has in- 
creased from a twelve year (1962 to 1974) 
stagnation level of 250,000 to over 400,000 
today. But there are those that say CB (and 
the absence of testing fees) has had more to 
do with this increase than Incentive Licen- 
sing. Ham radio didn't expand appreciably 
until seven years after Docket 67-978 was 
adopted and coincided with the CB boom of 
the mid-1970's and a court mandated prohibi- 
tion of all license fees not tied to actual 
agency costs. The FCC responded by discon- 
tinuing all fees. 


Deas 


FCC'S RAY KOWALSKI ON RULEMAKING... 


I queried the FCC's Ray Kowalski about 
pending rulemaking affecting the amateur ser- 
vice during a break at the recently concluded 
VEC Conference held in Gettysburg this past 
weekend. His response... 


(1.) On PRB-l - an FCC Declaration that 
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antennas and their structures fall in the fed- 
eral domain. "PRB-1 has been written by the 
staff and is in the process of being edited. It 
should be before the Commission sometime 
early this fall... probably in September or 
October." 


(2.) Repeater Docket (PR Docket 85-22) where 
the FCC questions whether there should be an 
individual national frequency coordination 
organization or an umbrella organization com- 
prised of local coordination groups. The Com- 
mission also wants information on how best to 
resolve repeaters interfering with one another. 


"We are in the Reply Comment period 
now. The comment date was extended to Aug- 
ust 15th. After September we will evaluate the 
positions taken... issues raised and whether 
there should or should not be a national coord- 
inator. This rulemaking is deliberately long to 
give commenters time to think it through. 
Quick action on this one would be inappropri- 
ate because these are very delicate issues." 


(2.) In response to the question "Why did the 
FCC recently propose to allow VEC's to select 
the questions in the Amateur examination pool 
rather than the FCC and the VEs to design the 
actual test rather than the VEC?" (PR Docket 
85-196) 


"The basic reason... is that the VEC's 
have a basic obligation to provide us with in- 
put on the various questions that they use dur- 
ing the year and suggest changes. The FCC 
does nothing more than _ coordinate these 
changes and make the ones that are appropri- 
ate. We do little more than an administerial 
function here. ...there is no regulatory reason 
why the Commission should continue this duty 
when it could be done just as well in the pri- 
vate sector." 


"As far as the duties of the Volunteer 
Examiners changing, that has been on the 
books for some time. The original rulemaking 
provided that volunteer examiners design the 
written examinations starting in 1987. We only 
ask whether it is not appropriate to do it 
sooner." 


(3.) ...FCC proposal to bar amateurs that have 
had their licenses suspended or revoked from 


Tony about that and he said he remembered 
the contact. "I went out of my way to 
acknowledge low power transmissions." 


"I consider the mission a success... it 
started a little shaky. The amateur radio por- 
tion went as planned. All of the gear worked 
very well. It was on and constantly transmit- 
ting for maybe two or three hours at a time. 
Everything worked as designed. I am just im- 
pressed by all of it! 


cap coape 


U.S./JAPAN AMATEUR RECIPROCAL STATUS 


Diplomatic notes were exchanged August 
8th between the Japanese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and the American embassy in Tokyo 
providing for Amateur reciprocal licensing be- 
tween the United States and Japan. The ama- 
teurs of the United States are the first to be 
allowed reciprocal status in Japan. 


The negotiations have been going on for 
some five years. They were initiated by Dexter 
Anderson, W4KM, prior to his retirement from 
the U.S. State Department. The subject of Jap- 
anese reciprosity was first brought up over ten 
years ago, however, by Armin _H. Meyer, 
W3ACE, then U.S. Ambassador to Japan. It was 
he that first suggested an "operating permit" 
procedure to the Japanese government by 
which Americans could operate at Japanese 
ham club stations. Until now, Americans have 
not been allowed their own ham _ station 
licenses. 


This news is totally "unofficial" at this 
point since it is yet to be announced by the 
U.S. State Department or the FCC. It was re- 
ported, however, in the August 9th "Japan 
Times", a Japanese newspaper printed in Eng- 
lish. Our source, Joe Speroni, AH@A, an Ameri- 
can Extra Class amateur working in Japan, 
reported the event to us (via long distance tel- 
ephone from Japan) the day before and the day 
after the diplomatic notes were exchanged. 


The agreement to honor reciprocity will 
allow amateurs (within 30 days of the signature 
- September 7th) to operate in the others 
country without further amateur testing. Spe- 
cial Japanese prefixes will be issued... BNIAAA 
through 8N1XZZ... to foreign amateurs operat- 
ing under the reciprocal arrangement. 
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On the U.S. side, the standard FCC Form 
610-A form will be used by the Japanese ama- 
teur coming into the United States. Americans 
going to Japan will be required to apply for 
reciprocity through the JARL - the Japan 
Amateur Radio League - in Tokyo. Administra- 
tive procedures and details have not yet been 
worked out. The Japanese have never handled 
foreign amateurs before except to issue them 
permits. It will also be interesting to see how 
our own FCC handles the 30 MHz and up code- 
less licensing in this country. 


participating in third party traffic (such as on 
a phone patch)... "We should be acting on that 
sometime this fall." 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


@FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


(4.) On the so-called "30-day" rule that prohib- 
its amateurs from retaking a failed amateur 
radio operator test within a 30 day period... 
"...work by the staff has been finished on that 
item and it will be ruled on by the Commis- 
sioners when they return from their August 
recess." 


(5.) On reducing the size of existing ham 
bands... I asked will we lose part or all of the 
220 MHz or 160-meter band? Kowalski said 
that the 220-MHz issue was being handled by 
the FCC's Office of Science and Technology. 
"There is a lot of interest in that band (by 
other services) but there is no action proposed 
by us on the 220-MHz amateur band at pres- 
ent." Ray also acknowledged that there was 
pressure to reduce the 160-meter ham band due 
to radiolocation needs and that ".. in due 
course, action on that will be released also." 


Ninety-two percent of Japan's over one 
million amateurs hold only the 10-watt domes- 
tic phone license that allows voice privileges 
on the HF ham bands. Seemingly in violation of 
the ITU law which requires (unspecified) code 
proficiency when operating below 30-MHz, 
there is no Morse code requirement for the 
10-watters. 


eFCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


eF CC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
@FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


@F CC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


@F CC-Novice Study Guide 


Japan has taken the position that this 


ference, therefore they are not bound by Inter- 
national Radio Regulation Article 32 §3(1.) 
Strangely, no country has ever challenged or 
complained about the Japanese HF codefree 
amateurs. It is extremely easy for the Japanese 
to obtain the 10-watt codefree license. You 
simply answer twenty questions... the answers 
being pretty much known (and published.) 


(6.) Ray mentioned that we might see some 
action on PR Docket 85-23 "...before the end 
of August." This deals with availability of the 
new 902-928 MHz amateur band and "a few 
other wrinkles." It is before the Commissioners 
now. 


(7.) Other amateur matters presently under 
consideration by the Commission... (40-meter 
"Caribphone", an automatic control docket, F2 
emission on 10 meters", a petition for reconsid- 
eration concerning rebroadcasting amateur 
communications) were called "fairly routine" by 
Kowalski and "working their way through rule- 
making." 


The agreement provides for Japan's 
codeless amateurs to be limited to U.S. opera- 
tion above 30 MHz. Therefore, codefree ham 
operation comes to the U.S. amateur airwaves 
in a very unusual manner. Ray Kowalski had 
told me that I would not see codefree amateur 
operation on the American ham bands "in my 
lifetime." If all of this is true (and I have a 
good source) then he didn't think of all of the 
angles. 


'0@Do Ge 


FCC CONDUCTS VEC WORKSHOP 


has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


The WSYI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
license preparation materials as a convenience to 
applicants and VE's. All manuals contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


Twenty-nine representatives of sixteen 


“THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! 


The "Japan Times" also reported that Volunteer Examiner Coordinating groups 
reciprocal amateur operations are ongoing be- Jm= _, $i/| attended the FCC's 1985 Conference of 
tween Japan and four other countries - West fees {ji <|| VEC's held Friday, August 9th at the Commis- 
Germany, Australia, New Zealand and Britain. |}Y) 22%] sion's licensing facility in Gettysburg, Penn- 
Joe Speroni reported to me that 2-meters is | UJ ane sylvania. Those in attendance represented 
virtually unusable in Japan, "Far too many > Woe 93.7% of all amateur radio test elements ad- 
amateurs for the spectrum available... particu- st or ‘ministered this year. Some VECs came from as 
larly in the Tokyo area." Almost all VHF and w &w | far away as Alaska. Conspicuously absent was 
up communications is in Japanese, while HF Be a representative from BEARS and the Dallas 
voice operation is primarily in English. O} ARC. Each of these VEC groups usually 
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administer over a hundred test elements a 
month. 


The meeting was conducted by Ray 
Kowalski, Chief of the FCC's Special Service 
Division which oversees the Amateur Radio 
Service. Also assisting was Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, FCC, Personal Radio Branch Chief. 
Opening remarks were given by Private Radio 
Bureau head, Bob F oosaner. 


Foosaner explained that one of the 
goals of the FCC was to encourage private 
industry and the public to take over govern- 
ment functions "because we need to do a bet- 
ter job... and you are doing a better job," he 
said. "We are very pleasantly surprised and 
pleased at the number of exams being given... 
and very encouraged." Gettysburg's Larry 
Weikert and Darlene Reeder (who all VEC's 
work with) were also introduced. 


Kowalski explained that the reason the 
VEC's were there was to further improve the 
system, particularly in the area of decreasing 
errors on FCC Form 610s, increasing the per- 
centage of applications filed on time and im- 
proving the integrity of the VEC system. He 
said we were not there to brainstorm ideas on 
additions or major changes and approaches to 
the VEC program. 


Some in attendance were disappointed 
about not being allowed to suggest improve- 
ments to the system. Some VECs (myself in- 
cluded) came prepared to suggest Form 610 
and VEC program improvements and deliberate 
on proposals affecting the new volunteer pro- 
gram. We were told that this was off limits 
for this meeting. An agenda had been pro- 
vided for the meeting and we were asked to 
stick closely to it. 


"You are here to talk about mechanics- 
. handling paper... minimizing mistakes... and 
realizing the ultimate goal which is to have 
people at the FCC facility here open up a 
packet of documents that you all send in and 
have it be exactly right so that they can put 
it into the computer and generate a license or 
upgrade and be done with it. We want to 
eliminate further screening that you are sup- 
posed to be doing. None of us, including the 
FCC, is doing everything 100% right. This is a 


hands on workshop. The system is not working 
badly, but we need to improve it." 


Kowalski passed out some statistical 
sheets on the VEC program. One of the which 
is being reproduced here for your information. 


Basically this report shows that the 
amateur operator volunteer test pass rate has 


No. No. No. of No. % 
Month/ of of Elements of Pass 
Year VECs Sessions Admin. Persons Rate 


Dec 83 0 OO 0 0 . 
Jan84 0 O 0 0 2 

Feb84 4 0 0 0 A 

Mar 84 5 O 0 0 Y 

Apr 84 6 l BY woe 57.58% 
May 84 10 7 774 574 43.54% 
Jun 84 26 16 858 677 44.29% 
Jul84 44 11 567 392 44.62% 
Aug 84 47 32 1035 691 49.57% 
Sep 84 49 52 1920 1280 . 47.60% 
Oct 84 50 75 2465 1643 46.69% 
Nov 84 50 89 2240 1493 47.86% 
Dec 84 51 130 2741 1827 49.73% 
Jan. 65.552 2219 5290 3664 51.30% 
Feb 85 53 168 3428 2053 54.64% 
Mar 85 64 252 6178 4177 56.30% 
Apr 85 64 261 6202 3620 59.32% 
May 85 64 328 7436 4925 57.88% 
SURES, G47 azz 6221 4217 58.16% 
Jul85 62 279 4639 3173. 57.88% 


TOTAL 2242 52027 34428 


The workshop was devided into four 
sections. Tom Ingram, K40OV, of the Central 
Alabama VEC handled the discussion on what 
we could do to decrease defective FCC Form 
610 applications. Jim Georgias, W9JUG led 
the section on increasing timely filed applica- 
tions with the league's Curt _Holsopple, 
K9CH, wrapping it up with his presentation on 
"Improving the Integrity of the VEC System." 
Action items followed each topic. 


The discussion leaders did an excellent 
job and each tried to involve everyone in the 
roundtables that followed their presentation. 
They probably were selected due to each hav- 
ing teaching backgrounds (although Ray 
Kowalski said it was because they all had full 
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averaged out at between 50 and 60%, that the 
number of persons per examination session 
continues to decrease and that examination 
sessions and persons examined peak in the 
late Spring. The FCC started keeping records 
on problem test packet submissions by VECs 
in April. The defects decreased in June, but 
are once again on the rise. 


ING PROGRAM _ ISTICS 
No. No. 


% 
Form % 
610's Late 


Defective Filings 


No. 


per 
Session 


per per 


: A 1.50 

3 = : 82.00° 1.35 | aim 
: : : 42.31 1.27 eee 
: + 3 35.64 1.45 0.25 
. : 3 21.59 1.50 0.68 
: : ‘ 24.62 1,50 
4 2 21.91. 1.50" oes 
: : : 16.78. 1.50 lee 
S 3 : 14:05 1.50) gee 
: é : 16.73 1.44 see 
Bs Y a 12.22 67 rn 
: é : 16.58  1.4800eese 
3.48% 27.55% 16.60% 13.87 1.71 4.08 
3.78% 2.13% 5.79% 15.02 1.51 uouee 
0.85% 0:24% 4.35% 13.10 1.48 5.03 
3.78% 2.13% 5.79% 11.57 1.46ngaee 


The workshop included a two hour tour 
of the FCC's licensing facility so that we 
could see the actual paperwork flow within 
the office. Darlene Reeder explained (via a 
very detailed projected flow chart) exactly 
what happened to a 610 and then we watched 
it actually happen. There is more to it than I 
realized. 


After an amateur application is checked 
and "keystroked" (entered into the computer) 
the magnetic tape data is sent (100 miles) 
down the road via courier to Washington, D.C. 
to be verified and validated against the Com- 
mission's computer data base. There are 


Persons El's Sessions 


Person VEC 


? 
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Bs checks and balances all along the way. Ama- Radio Group "A" np "cw np 

| teur licenses are output when the tape comes j District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 
6 back. We saw the computer generating hun- 

Be dreds of ham tickets (about one a_ second) 8 NN8O KE8AF N8GUE KA8YAE 
in 6 while we were there. ee 2 ene Raaae Sain aa 
ae -Mariana I. AH@E AHGAC KHGAI WHGAAG 
is re It was a very interesting experience and | Guam AH2V) AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGH 
(Fie gave us background which will be very useful J Johnston Is; AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
| @] later. I was particularly impressed with the | Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
2° very professional (and very helpful) Gettys- | Hawaii ** AH6GG NH6EI WH6BFC 
22 7) a ia ie ate AH8B AH8AB pie WH8AAV 
E o In his closing remarks, Ray Kowalski, | Wake Wilkes Peale AH9IAC KH9IAB WHIAAE 
3a questioned whether those VEC's not in | Alaska salts AL7HC NL7GO WL7BHU 
i S attendance should maintain their status. Each | Virgin Is, KP2N KP2AU NP2BK WP2AEM 
oe VEC had to pay his own costs out of the | Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IT NP4PA WP4EJN 
ae license fees collected. With few tests coordi- {| (Note: All Group "A" call signs have 
& S| nated and long distances, some VECs probably } been issued for Hawaii and Alaska. Requests 
a} couldn't afford it. for Group "A" call signs are now assigned a 
iat © Group "B" 2-by-2 format amateur call sign.) 
a) We were also told that a moratorium sqmcane 

26 was in effect - at least temporarily - on | LIFETIME GENERAL RADIOTELEPHONE 
I~ @] appointing new VEC's. The Commission appar- | OPERATOR LICENSES AVAILABLE... 

& S| ently wants to develop those that it already 

see has... particularly since there doesn't appear Do you hold a First Class, Second Class 


$1.UU. Veldiis ana accreai- 


CaLe \Upliuial) IS aisO avadllabie fOr 
tation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


to be a shortage of amateur test oppotunities. 
Existing VECs are already administering 50% 
more examinations than the FCC did when 
they had the program. 


Ray asked about a meeting next year. 
When the VECs were in favor of it, he enter- 
tained suggestions for a location. Many were 
offered, but it was collectively decided that 
we would meet next August at the FCC's 
downtown Washington, D.C. headquarters 
when the Commissioners were on summer 
recess. 


oa oape 
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issued as of the first of August 1985. 


Radio Group WAN mB LL a mpl 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 
NN@B KDGZI NIGKW KAGVEW 
1 NB1B KB1UD NIDQZ KAINHL 
2 NM2B KD20G N2FTA KA2YZJ 
5) KW3Y KC3SZ N3EMY KA30JP 
4 AA4LT KJGHC N&MME KB4PFL 
oS NY5J KF5DB NSIHN KAS5SWR@ 
6 WK6C KG6VV N6MKF KB6JPY 
7 NQ7F KETIN N7HKX KA7VXR 


or General Radiotelephone (Commercial) Ope- 
rator license that was issued or renewed be- 
tween January 1, 1979, and June 14, 1984? If 


you do, you need to take action! 


The FCC is issuing a special lifetime 
commercial General Radiotelephone Operator 
license certificates during 1985. The diploma- 
type certificate will be discontinued Decem- 
ber 31, 1985. These free licenses are avail- 
able upon request. You need not wait until 
license expiration to apply. Those who do not 
renew their licenses after this program ex- 
pires will receive a card-form renewal instead 
of the attractive computer printed, diploma- 
size lifetime license document. 


Unlike the lifetime certificate, these 
wallet-size cards will bear a restrictive en- 
dorsement. That restrictive endorsement will 
prohibit the card form renewal licenses from 
being used for broadcast purposes. Lifetime 
licenses, however, may be used for broadcast- 


ing. 


To receive your lifetime license certifi- 
cate, you must send your request to the same 


FCC field office that issued your last license. 


Include your full name as it appears on your 


hands on workshop. The system is not working 
badly, but we need to improve it." 


Kowalski passed out some statistical 
sheets on the VEC program. One of the which 
is being reproduced here for your information. 
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averaged out at between 50 and 60%, that the 
number of persons per examination session 
continues to decrease and that examination 
sessions and persons examined peak in the 
late Spring. The FCC started keeping records 
on problem test packet submissions by VECs 
in April. The defects decreased in June, but 


"THE W5YI REPORT?" 
We do not get any in- 
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its goal’ of 240 miles above the earth. 
Strangely neither problem actually existed. 
Faulty sensors caused both shut downs 
according to space agency officials. 


Challenger, which became an orbiting 
astronomical observatory, returned to earth 


several boy scout groups... The kids would get 
on and ask questions about space. It was a lot 
of fun to answer those questions!" 


"] talked to a foreign amateur in a 
kabutz (a commune that young people live in 
to develop a farm area) in Israel. That was a 


The workshop was devided into four 
sections. Tom Ingram, K40OV, of the Central 
Alabama VEC handled the discussion on what 
we could do to decrease defective FCC Form 
610 applications. Jim Georgias, W9JUG led 
the section on increasing timely filed applica- 
tions with the League's Curt _Holsopple, 
K9CH, wrapping it up with his presentation on 
"Improving the Integrity of the VEC System." 
Action items followed each topic. 


The discussion leaders did an excellent 
job and each tried to involve everyone in the 
roundtables that followed their presentation. 
They probably were selected due to each hav- 
ing teaching backgrounds (although Ray 
Kowalski said it was because they all had full 


beards.) 


The workshop included a two hour tour 
of the FCC's licensing facility so that we 
could see the actual paperwork flow within 
the office. Darlene Reeder explained (via a 
very detailed projected flow chart) exactly 
what happened to a 610 and then we watched 
it actually happen. There is more to it than I 
realized. 


After an amateur application is checked 
and "keystroked" (entered into the computer) 
the magnetic tape data is sent (100 miles) 


down the road via courier to Washington, D.C. 


to be verified and validated against the Com- 


mission's computer data base. There are 


Would you do us a favor? 
Would you do us a favor? 


free. It was great! It was on a later pass that 
they sent pictures of all five wives up. I 
turned that one around and sent it back down 
just to prove that we had it on board." 


"We talked to what was supposed to be 
the Japan Amateur Radio League, but the call 
I was given to use was not the call of the 
fellow I talked to. The most exciting contacts 
were the ones with the clubs... That is what I 
was after." 


"On flight day five I was discouraging 
images, I just wanted to talk to folks. I was 
looking primarily for clubs and used frequen- 
cies that were given to the clubs. I found 
that about a third of the contacts I made 
were indeed with youth clubs. There were 
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one could hold the frequency long enough to 
get a complete image up. We may be able to 
resurrect that with the tapes. I never saw a 
clear image from a random station." 


The other ham on board, John-David 
Bartoe did very little operating, but "Gordie 
Fullerton (shuttle commander) did quite a bit. 
He operated two way and the ATV using my 
call sign." 


A complete family in Wisconsin worked 
Challenger one right after the other... Tom 
Young, KD9FC (son), Robert Young N9EGE 
(father) and Marlene Young, N9ETE (mother). 
We also understand that WA9BZW, Alfred 
Hovey, even worked the shuttle mobile with a 
low power handi-talkie from his car. I asked 
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ambulances showed up from everywhere. 


Jim Haynie, WB5JVP, Charlie Miller, 
WD5EEH, and Hank Levine, K5VXM, were at 
the scene. Hank's wife is a Delta stewardess. 
The RACES net, on the air from thirty minutes 
after the crash, didn't cease operation until 
after midnight. They were right in the middle 
of things. It was not a pretty sight. Haynie 
said he was "dumbfounded... dumbstruck" and 
that it was difficult for him to describe. 
Haynie who had walked through the wreckage 
said he was still having a problem dealing with 
it. 


Amateurs were immediately dispatched to 
ten metroplex hospitals. Within an hour after 
the net was opened, eight hospitals had RACES 
operators present. All ten hospitals, as well as 
the other locations, were manned within an 
hour and a half. 


There was quite a bit of activity for 
about three hours. Unfortunately the communi- 
cations level between the site and the hospit- 
als was relatively low compared to what it 
would have been had there been more surviv- 
ors. About a dozen survivors were pulled by 
|irescue workers from the flaming wreckage. 


After the hospitals were notified that 
the ambulances were on their way, communica- 
tions consisted mainly of notifying the EOC of 
the number of those injured and victims sent to 
the various hospitals. Traffic was also handled 
with the blood banks which needed supplies. 


A “broadcast" call was sent out for "O- 
negative" blood needed by the blood bank on 
146.28/.88. It was amazing how many people 
had receivers on .88! The pin-pointing of 14 
pints of "O-negative" blood at a local hospital 
was handled via ham radio. It was impossible 
for the hospital to get through to the blood 
bank on the telephone. Again, amateur radio 
answered the challenge. 


Refrigerated trucks arrived and a tem- 
porary morgue was set up at the air freight 
terminal a short distance away. Trips between 
the morgue and the scene were coordinated on 
amateur radio. 


One report had it that the Dallas Ama- 


teur Radio Club van was treated pretty much 
as a command post. A number of officials came 
over and used the radio. One government call 
was to Washington, D.C. A federal agent had 
flashed a badge and said he had to make a 
phone call. It was handled via amateur radio 


phone patch after the long distance capability. 


was enabled. 


There was also some (questionably legal) 
deadline newspaper media reporting passed on 
the ham radio circuit to get the word out to 
the public. After a couple of hours, cellular 
phones were brought to the site and were used. 
Radio proved to be superior to the telephone 
in many instances since the phone lines quickly 
got jammed with hundreds of calls. 


The main use of amateur radio during the 
disaster was to collect information about sur- 
vivors (how many they were... and where they 
were going) and to provide liason between Dal- 
las and Tarrant County. D/FW Airport is loca- 
ted between the two. Several key rescue offic- 
ials were assigned amateur operators (with 
handi-talkies) to increase their communications 
effectiveness. They worked into the van on 
simplex channels. 


Jim Badgett, the Dallas County Civil 
Defense Director, said via phone patch on the 


RACES training network held the Sunday after. 


the crash that the work that the amateurs did 
during the disaster was very, very valuable. 
The state police said they derived a great deal 
of desperately needed information by monitor- 
ing the .28/.88 machine. August 2nd was a long 
night for amateur radio in Dallas but it proved 
its worth when the chips are down. One airport 
official was heard to say, "I guess our drills 
paid off." cress 


INTERVIEW WITH TONY ENGLAND, WORE 


The shuttle Challenger roared _ into 
space July 29th carrying amateur radio after 
a two week delay. It had originally been 
scheduled for a July 12th liftoff but on board 
computers terminated the countdown just sec- 
onds before launch when an engine valve 
problem was automatically detected. The July 
29th launch was also not without its problems. 
One of the main engines shut down some 
three minutes early and Challenger was 
inserted into an orbit about 50 miles shy of 


I do not own a significant 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or. 


license preparation materials. 


I have never had my station or 


My age is at least 18 years old. 


"I am a currently licensed Extra-Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 
operator license revoked or suspended. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 

to: WSYI-VEC; PO Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certifi- 
cate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 
tation materials will: be sent to you within a two week period. 


under "The W5YI Report" program? If so, please send a copy 
of your Extra Class license, this signed statement, and a SASE 
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checks and balances all along the way. Ama- 
teur licenses are output when the tape comes 
back. We saw the computer generating hun- 
dreds of ham tickets (about one a second) 
while we were there. 


It was a very interesting experience and 
gave us background which will be very useful 
later. I was particularly impressed with the 
very professional (and very helpful) Gettys- 
burg personnel. 


In his closing remarks, Ray Kowalski, 
questioned whether those VEC'ts not in 
attendance should maintain their status. Each 
VEC had to pay his own costs out of the 
license fees collected. With few tests coordi- 
nated and long distances, some VECs probably 
couldn't afford it. 


We were also told that a moratorium 
was in effect - at least temporarily - on 
appointing new VEC's. The Commission appar- 
ently wants to develop those that it already 
has... particularly since there doesn't appear 
to be a shortage of amateur test oppotunities. 
Existing VECs are already administering 50% 
more examinations than the FCC did when 
they had the program. 


Ray asked about a meeting next year. 
When the VECs were in favor of it, he enter- 
tained suggestions for a location. Many were 
offered, but it was collectively decided that 
we would meet next August at the FCC's 
downtown Washington, D.C. headquarters 
when the Commissioners were on summer 
recess. aN 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 


issued as of the first of August 1985. 


Radio Group wat "wml "cr mp" 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 


NN@B KDGZI NOGKW KAGVEW 
NB1B KB1UD NIDQZ KAINHL 
NM2B KD20G N2FTA KA2YZJ 
KW3Y KC3SZ N3EMY KA30JP 
AA4SLT KJ4HC N&MME KB4PFL 


WK6C KG6VV N6MKF KB6éJPY 
NQ7F KE7IN N7HKX KA7VXR 


SOU EWN 


Radio Group Wat BNW L @a mpi 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 

8 NN8O KEB8AF N8GUE KA8YAE 

9 NFOW KDIQT N9OFHZ KAITZF 
N.Mariana I AHGE AHGAC KHZAI WHGAAG 
Guam AH2V  AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGH 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawali ** AH6GG NH6EI WH6BFC 
Kure Island KH7AA 


NY5J KF5DB NSIHN KASWRGQ 
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Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9IAC KHIAB WHIAAE 
Alaska =~ ¥#* AL7HC NL7GO WL7BHU 
Virgin Is, KP2N KP2AU NP2BK WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IT NP4PA WP4EJN 
(Note: All Group "A" call signs have 
been issued for Hawaii and Alaska. Requests 
for Group "A" call signs are now assigned a 
Group "B" 2-by-2 format amateur call sign.) 


cap eae 


LIFETIME GENERAL RADIOTELEPHONE 
OPERATOR LICENSES AVAILABLE.... 


Do you hold a First Class, Second Class 
or General Radiotelephone (Commercial) Ope- 
rator license that was issued or renewed be- 
tween January 1, 1979, and June 14, 1984? If 


you do, you need to take action! 


The FCC is issuing a special lifetime 
commercial General Radiotelephone Operator 
license certificates during 1985. The diploma- 
type certificate will be discontinued Decem- 
ber 31, 1985. These free licenses are avail- 
able upon request. You need not wait until 
license expiration to apply. Those who do not 
renew their licenses after this program ex- 
pires will receive a card-form renewal instead 
of the attractive computer printed, diploma- 
size lifetime license document. 


Unlike the lifetime certificate, these 
wallet-size cards will bear a restrictive en- 
dorsement. That restrictive endorsement will 


prohibit the card form renewal licenses from 
being used for broadcast purposes. Lifetime 


licenses, however, may be used for broadcast- 
ing. 


To receive your lifetime license certifi- 
cate, you must send your request to the same 
FCC field office that issued your last license. 
Include your full name as it appears on your 


license, your date of birth, and your license 
number. Write the words "Lifetime License" 
above the Field Office's address. If your pres- 
ent license has an endorsement, you must sub- 
mit a copy of that license with your request. 
Enclose a SASE with 39¢ postage. If you want 
your certificate delivered unfolded, enclose a 
9-1/2" X 12" self-addressed envelope. 


®@ Gadgets legal and questionable... Orion 
Industries (3675 S. Highland, Las Vegas, NV 


89103 Toll Free Tel: 1-800-428-9507) has a 
new UHF Video Transmitter ($69.50) that can 
transmit TV signal outputs from your VCR, 
video game, satellite receiver, video camera 
or microcomputer via UHF to all other tele- 
visions in your home in black and white or 
color. It simply converts the signal to low 
power UHF. It is called the TV Genie 


@We question, however, the legality of a 
"Wireless LAN" (Local Area Network) trans- 
mitter being peddled by FreeLAN from P.O. 
Box #132 in Eureka Springs, Arkansas 72632. 
Their ad claims "500 mile maximum range with 
25 mile error-free range guaranteed. No phone 
line needed. Use any computer. No License 
Required." Complete info is $30., parts list 
$95. An assembled and tested transmitter is 
$190. Sounds like the illegal equipment busi- 
ness is moving away from CB to computers to 
us. (We are always suspicious when no phone 
number or street address is given.) 


@Aviation Week, an airlines trade maga- 
zine, reports that an outfit in Toulouse, 
France, has completed tests involving personal 
computers, electronic games and other con- 
sumer available electronics on board aircraft 
and found them to be safe to operate air- 
borne. Tested were AM/FM radio receivers, 
walkie-talkies, electric razors, TV sets, etc. 
Some caution was expressed, however, in the 
case of walkie talkies. The FAA is currently 
considering a NPRM that would give formal 
approval for operation of personal computers 
and electronic games by airline passengers in 
the U.S. 


@ The Pribilof Islands still have not been 
added to the C country list. Somehow, 
contrary to custom, the issue was sent direct- 
ly to the ARRL Board of Directors meeting 
held July 25 and 26 rather than to the ARRL 
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Awards Committee. The Directors tabled (put 
off ruling on) the issue. 


@Well known DXer and contester, Tom 
Gabber, K3TG (a federal employee) died of 
respiratory failure at his Washington, DC; 
home on July 28th. He was with the State 
Department until 1979 and, at the time of his 
death, the Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency. He was very active during the 1970's 
from his Austrian station, OE1ZGA and helped 
establish 4GULVIC, The Vienna International 
ARC station at the United Nations in Vienna, 
Austria. 


@AMRAD, the Amateur Radio Research 
and Development Corporation (a group of 
technically inclined amateurs), have had their 
Spread Spectrum STA (Special Temporary 
Authority) extended by the FCC until October 
1985. They have been experimenting with live 
on-the-air spread spectrum (frequency hop- 
ping) signals. They are also looking for indi- 


viduals interested in joining them. (P.O. 
Drawer 6148, Mclean, VA 22106) 


NOVICE TEMP. OPERATING AUTHORITY. 


The Novice license is the only amateur 
ticket that does not offer interim operating 
privileges while awaiting receipt of the new 
license. It appears that the only reason for 
this is that the Novice operator does not yet 
have a call sign on which to append an identi- 
fier code. 


We have filed a petition with the FCC 
suggesting that new Novice's be allowed to 
operate on the Novice bands with the volun- 
teer examiner's amateur radio call _ sign 
appended with the suffix "/KN". An additional 
letter or numerical suffix could be added 
where more than one Novice test has been 
given by the examiner. 


No enforcement or station identification 
problem should exist since each volunteer 
examiner would know who he has administered 
Novice examinations to. The FCC could con- 
tact the VE for any needed information. It 
also will not cause any additional cost or 
workload to the Commission... an important 
feature where federal budget and manpower 
cutting is the rule. 


